
 

St. Philip Invitation 
Live Like †hat - Love, Feed, Serve     July 2021 

New Normal - New Church 
As the world continues to discover ways to adapt to life with the presence of 
a COVID 19 virus, the church and St. Philip continue to adapt as well. We 
are all still discovering what that means. What is the new normal? And how 
does that impact and speak to God’s constant call to resurrection life and a 
new church. 
 
St. Philip Council is also having those conversations. One of the discoveries 
is the need for worshipping and connecting in different ways. The pastors and 
council understand the congregation is excited to have the opportunity to 
gather as a community for worship in the sanctuary once again. It is good to 
be together in ways that are familiar. The pastors and council also know that 
gathering for worship and connecting using digital platforms is not just 
something to bridge a gap while waiting for a return to normalcy, but will be 
an ongoing way to share the good news of Christ and grow in faith. 
 
St. Philip is blessed in so many ways including financial resources through 
our endowment. St. Philip was able to use some of those resources to make 
some technological improvements in the presentation of digital worshipping 
opportunities. The pastors and council invite everyone to comment on a 
recent Sunday worship video on Facebook (https://www.facebook.com/
StPhilipLutheran) and make suggestions (even if you are worshipping in the 
sanctuary) as we seek together to Live Like That: Loving, Feeding, and 
Serving. 
 
 
 
Virginia Synod Report 
 
Cynda and Bruce Johnson were selected as representatives from St. Philip to 
the Virginia Synod conference meeting on June 9. Their report is below. See 
page 3 for the Synod’s Highlights. 
 
There were several constitutional issues that entailed discussion and vote. St 
Philip voted in support of the Synod recommendations. There were a number 
of notices regarding new positions in the Virginia Synod, and our Pastor 
Laura Swanson was highlighted. She was elected to a Council position. Our 
own Liz Leonard was also elected to a Council position. 
 
We will continue to recognize Pastor Kelly Derrick as one of St Philip, and 
she had a major role in organizing and running the Synod conference in her 
role as Assistant Bishop.  
 
We learned a lot about the Virginia Synod. The interspersed videos were 
educational and interesting. 
 
We are appreciative of the opportunity offered to us to be your 
representatives this year. In summary, St Philip was well represented at the 
Virginia Synod meeting. 
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Pastors’ Schedules 
 
Pastor Laura will be on vacation July 
11 through July 17. Pastor David will 
be available during that time and can 
be reached at 540-309-1563. 
 
Pastor David will be on vacation July 
19 through 31. Pastor Laura is 
available for pastoral concerns during 
that time and can be reached at 843-
992-2506. 
 
 
Day of Service 
  
On Sunday, August 22, St. Philip will 
once again provide a picnic for the 
residents at Melrose Towers. The menu 
will be hot dogs and hamburgers with 
all the fixings. There will also be an 
opportunity for bingo. 
 
The residents love receiving prizes of 
toiletries, laundry detergent, cleaning 
supplies, toilet paper and paper towels 
– items that cannot be purchased with 
food stamps. Bring donated items to 
the church throughout the month of 
July and place them on the Melrose 
table in the fellowship hall. In August 
people who would like to serve that 
day will be invited to volunteer. 
 
If you have any questions please 
contact Linda Duncan Rhodes or 
Donna Wright. 



 
Church Council News 
June 2021 
Linda Duncan Rhodes 
 

Council met on Tuesday, June 8, 
2021 at 7:00pm in the church 
library and via Zoom. 
 

The Treasurer’s report showed 
receipts for month ending May 31, 
2021 of $22,719.53 and year-to-
date receipts of $113,097.33 which 
is $16,802.67 under budget. The 
church’s expenses exceeded 
income by $3,742.12 for May. The 

year-to-date expenses exceeded 
income by $13,878.10. 
 

Council voted unanimously to set 
term limits of five (5) years for the 
endowment committee. 
 

Virginia Synod Assembly is June 
12 via Zoom. Bruce and Cynda 
Johnson will represent St Philip. 
 

Since the preschool will not open in 
the fall, council voted unanimously 
to invest with Davenport 
Investments the $50,000.00 left in 

the Preschool bank account and 
earmark the money for future use 
for the Neighborhood Connections 
Ministry. 
 

Rod Dillman will be seeking 
estimates to have several large dead 
or diseased trees on the property 
cut down on. 
 

Council will not meet in July. The 
next council meeting will be 
August 10 at 7:00 pm in the church 
library. 

Power in the Spirit Online—
"Advent in July" 
Virginia Synod Staff 
 
As our world emerges from over a 
year of pandemic life, many are 
hoping for a return to “normal.” The 
task before the Church is to focus our 
hopes in the right direction. This 
seems like the perfect reason to 
celebrate “Advent in July!” 
 
Advent is always a season in which the 
Church waits and hopes, and at Power 
in the Spirit Online, we’ll explore how 
Advent can guide our hopes and 
expectations for life in a post-

pandemic world. The Rev. Cathy 
Mims, Pastor of First Norfolk and 
Coaching Coordinator for the 
Coaching Ministry of the Virginia 
Synod, will be on hand to help us ask 
the right questions. 
 
What you’ll be able to expect: 
• A daily devotional to arrive in 

your email each morning, Sunday 
through Thursday. Here you’ll 
receive readings, brief videos, and 
guides for at-home arts and crafts. 

• An invitation to daily Zoom 
workshops, from 6:15 PM to 7:25 
PM, Sunday through Thursday. 
Listen to presenters from across 

our Virginia Synod share from 
their areas of expertise. Sign up for 
the sessions that interest you most! 

• A closing vespers service at 7:30 
PM, live and online, under the 
leadership of George Donovan, 
Director of Music for Bethel, 
Winchester. Each weeknight 
you’ll participate in different ways 
of worship, even while physically 
apart. 

 
Registration is easy! Visit https://
www.vasynod.org/power-in-the-spirit 
to view workshops and for the 
registration form. 

Calling all Servants! 
 
Thank you to all of you for the many 
ways you serve God’s church through 
the ministry of St. Philip. Truly the 
congregation’s calling is to Love, 
Feed, Serve. As the congregation 
navigates this “new normal, new 

church,” and transitions back to 
indoors worship, there are a number of 
ways you might make an impact on 
Sunday mornings. If you have been 
thinking about ways to reconnect to 
the ministry at St. Philip, please 
consider serving as an usher, clicker, 
sound system operator, reader, or 

attendance taker. Training will be 
provided. Please speak to Mary Jo 
Sahm or one of the pastors for more 
information or to sign up for one of 
these important ways you can serve. 
This is absolutely a great way to live 
like that on Sunday morning. 

Prayer Requests 
Scott Buchanan – Member 
Calvin Knotts – Member 
Judy Diekow – Member 
Kathryn Buchanan – Member 
Betty Hammond –Member 
Ruth Albertin - Juli Albertin’s mother 
Emily Totten - Member & Scott 
Buchanan’s sister 
Barbara Simpson - Member 
Hannah Chabot - Bev Horvath’s 
granddaughter 
Kristi McCraw - Zippie Smith’s 
daughter 

Don Stith - Member 
Nancy Shadix - Member 
 
July Birthdays 
 
David Derrick July 05 
Debbie Kanode July 05 
Jen Schult July 05 
Tami Jennings July 10 
Scott Price July 15 
Jacob Schult July 15 
Cynda Johnson July 16 
Sammy Deel July 18 
Randy Grimm July 18 

Justin Hayth  July 18 
Olivia Karkenny July 18 
Marjorie Nickum July 19 
Keith Schult  July 20 
Ryan Hudson  July 21 
Emryn Harvey  July 22 
Judy Brammer  July 24 
Diane Muir  July 24 
Skylar Woodward July 24 
Juli Albertin-Johnson July 30 
Tyler Derrick  July 30 
Hannah Staley  July 31 
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David C. Derrick, Pastor (pastordavid@stphiliplutheran.net) 
Laura Swanson, Pastor (pastorlaura@stphiliplutheran.net) 
Laura J. Weatherford Burns, Office Administrator (officeadmin@stphiliplutheran.net) 
Judy Burnette, Director of Music Ministries (music@stphiliplutheran.net) 
Teresa Siler-Lee, Nursery Attendant 
Jody Draper, Custodian 
 

Church Council 
Shannon Radmacher, Council President; Gary Dudley, Council Vice-President; Peter Shick, Treasurer;  

Abby and Dave Mellon, Financial Secretary; Linda Duncan Rhodes,Council Secretary; 
Members: Doug Layman, Bruce Johnson, Kathleen Radtke, Gary, Sahm, Donna Spradlin, 

Donna Wright, Jacob Schult 
 

St. Philip Lutheran Church is a congregation of the Virginia Synod of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America. 
The Reverend Bob Humphrey, Bishop, Virginia Synod  


